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Community Engagement 2.0 – 10:10-11:10am

Catherine Palko Kliorys - Economic Development Strategist, AECOM

Catherine Palko Kliorys with AECOM has over 15 years’ experience creating economic development funding strategies and has assisted communities and non-profit organizations with procuring over 25 million dollars in public grant funds for brownfield redevelopment projects. Catherine has an affinity for creating public/private partnerships that support and expedite brownfield projects, and appreciates opportunities to conduct meaningful outreach that informs and involves the community. In addition to grant writing and grant management, her experience includes real estate portfolio optimization and urban planning. Catherine has focused her career around brownfield redevelopment and environmental cleanup, ascertaining that urban revitalization is the key to future sustainable development and greenspace preservation.

Sarah Lown – Director of Public Finance, Western Reserve Port Authority

Ms. Sarah Lown has 18 years’ experience in public sector economic and community development. Prior to joining the Western Reserve Port Authority in November of 2011, Sarah worked for the City of Youngstown, Mahoning County, and Eastgate Regional Council of Governments. She has extensive experience in planning, project management, and grant writing, where she has secured over 25 million dollars in state and federal grants for the region. Sarah has established partnerships among various jurisdictions and economic development agencies to promote a collaborative approach to community revitalization. Sarah serves on the Board of Directors for several organizations including the CASTLO Community Improvement Corporation, Oak Hill Collaborative, Common Wealth CIC., the Mahoning River Consortium and the Mahoning River Corridor Initiative. 

Nicholas Coggins – Communication and Program Manager, Western Reserve Port Authority

Mr. Nicholas Coggins has been with the Western Reserve Port Authority since September 2014, officially becoming the Communication and Program Manager in November 2015. He is a 2014 graduate of Youngstown State University, receiving a Baccalaureate degree in Creative Arts & Communication. His degree focused on Communication Studies Media Track accompanied with a minor in Public Relations.  Nicholas maintains the social media for the Port Authority and Organizes all events.  He is also responsible for managing community initiatives, including the Mahoning River Corridor Mayors’ Association, the Mahoning River Corridor Initiative, the Mahoning River Consortium, and sits on the Business Resource Network. 

Julie Edwards – Planner, Trumbull County Planning Commission

Julie Edwards currently serves as the Economic Development Planner for the Trumbull County Planning Commission. She is responsible for coordinating Trumbull County’s Economic Development Programs including the Enterprise Zone Program, Community Reinvestment Area Programs, and CDBG Revolving Loan Fund.  Julie also assists with brownfield redevelopment, comprehensive planning, and Trumbull County’s Housing Programs.  Prior to Trumbull County, Julie worked as a Graduate Assistant for the City of Muncie, Indiana in the Community Development Department and as an intern for the City of Lafayette, Indiana in the Economic Development Department.  Julie has a B.A. in Interior Design from Kent State University and an M.S. in Historic Preservation with a Graduate Certificate in Real Estate Development from Ball State University.





Planning for Area-Wide Transformation – 11:25-12:25

Sally Gladwell, Principal and Vice President for The Mannik & Smith Group, Inc.

Ms. Gladwell, a Certified Professional in Ohio’s Voluntary Action Program (VAP), has more than 22 years of experience in the environmental field focused on urban revitalization, environmental due diligence, and sustainability. She is a Principal and Vice President for The Mannik & Smith Group, Inc. (MSG). Through her keen problem-solving skills and creativity she has worked with diverse project teams to develop projects that transform underutilized land. She has experience leading regulatory compliance evaluations and a host of restoration projects. Ms. Gladwell has completed and has helped design and lead technical writing courses and an environmental due diligence course for environmental consultants. She is a successful grant writer, marrying strong writing and organizational skills with a solid understanding of regulatory issues and requirements. Committed to community-wide revitalization, Ms. Gladwell has helped organize and host multiple day-long workshops to explore funding opportunities for brownfield revitalization in Ohio. Similarly, she planned a half-day Brownfield Leadership Summit, held at the University of Toledo, commenced with opening remarks from the Mayor of Toledo, and featuring a keynote address by a national expert on urban revitalization.

Marc Gerdeman, Brownfield Redevelopment Officer, City of Toledo, Division of Environmental Services


















PDHUs

Asbestos Abatement and Urban Demolition Projects – 1:25-1:55pm

Bob Princic, Environmental Supervisor, Ohio EPA, Northeast District Office
		
Bob is an environmental supervisor for the Division of Environmental Response & Revitalization (DERR) in Ohio EPA’s Northeast District Office.  He oversees staff working on projects in the division’s Voluntary Action Program (VAP), in addition to projects at remedial action and federal facility sites.  He has been with the Agency for more than 27 years, during which he served for 14 years as a supervisor for the Division of Air Pollution Control (DAPC). While with DAPC, he supervised the Technical Services Group, which included air monitoring, air complaint investigations, asbestos inspections and enforcement actions among its duties. 

Bob has a B.A. in Mass Media Communication from Cleveland State University and a B.A. in Geology from Kent State University. He also holds an Asbestos Hazard Evaluation Specialist (AHES) certification from the Ohio Department of Health. He has extensive experience with Superfund and state-lead remedial projects, along with asbestos abatement projects and asbestos enforcement cases. 




Chrysler North Assembly Plant: Preparing a Site for Expansion – 2:05-2:35pm

William Burkett, Toledo Commissioner of Development, City of Toledo

Mike Coonfare, Senior Project Manager, Hull & Associates, Inc.





















TAB EZ & BIT – 2:50-3:50pm

Blase Leven is the Associate Director of the Center for Hazardous Substance Research at Kansas State University. At KSU, he has led and served on technical assistance and outreach teams since 1997, for a number of EPA-funded programs - including the Technical Assistance to Brownfields (TAB) program. His experience is in environmental assessments and site redevelopment planning, and he is the lead for TAB’s Brownfields Inventory Tool. Mr. Leven holds Bachelors and Masters degrees in Geology, and is a Licensed Professional Geologist.

Kevin Dennis, Executive Director, Field of Hope Community Campus
Kevin is married to lifelong Gallia County resident Sandra (Vallance) Dennis, and they have three grown children and seven grandchildren.  All live in Gallia County.  One daughter has served a total of 4 years in state prison for offenses related to substance abuse.  The journey with Amber has brought Kevin and Sandy to a place of training and service in the substance abuse recovery field.
Kevin and Sandy joined the Vinton Baptist Church in 2001 because of a shared passion for a faith based outreach to help many in our society who are hurting.  They are certified counselors under the American Association of Christian Counselors.   They have dedicated themselves to self-study as well and practice as coaches in the Gallia Strong Tower recovery outreach, a 501(c)3 begun at Vinton Baptist Church (VBC) in 2006.  Kevin has had a number of church leadership roles and currently serves as Executive Director for the Field of Hope Community Campus (FOH).
The FOH is a 501(c)3 faith based community outreach located on the 46 acre tract of the former North Gallia High School.  Kevin has led the effort to procure $50,000 in funding from the Ohio EPA Brownfield Grant Program for property environmental assessment and removal of an underground fuel oil storage tank.  A Brownfield grant was obtained for $200,000 to complete cleanup of the property and allow revitalization to begin.  The vision of the FOHCC is to give hope to those caught up in substance abuse and other destructive lifestyles.  Tools would include a preventive strategy with a youth outreach using the gymnasium, community center type activities, and finally a residential rehabilitation facility.  The latter would include life skills and work skills training.  
In his role of Executive Director Kevin directs work in the state certified Counselling Center, construction and revitalization efforts at the FOH property, continues to write state based and other grants, and leads development of the three phased business plan – Community Food Pantry, Youth Center, and residential substance abuse rehabilitation facility.  Kevin works closely with a 7 member Board of Directors.  







Using Brownfields in a General Education Teaching Format at Otterbein University – 4:00-4:30pm

Dr. Svitana an associate professor at Otterbein University, teaches environmental science and sustainability classes, several of his classes involve evaluations of issues related to Brownfield redevelopment. Dr. Svitana is a CP, he also does consulting work with Leggette, Brashears & Graham, Inc.  Prior to working at Otterbein (2007), Dr. Svitana spent more than 25 years as a hydrogeologist for environmental consulting firms in Pennsylvania and Ohio. Dr. Svitana's experience ranges from assessing water impacts from coal mining to design of treatment systems to mitigate hazardous waste impacts on groundwater.
Dr. Svitana has a PhD in geochemistry from The Ohio State University, a master's degree from West Virginia University and a bachelor's degree from Juniata College.	


