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•    Constructed 1834 

•    22 Acre site 

 

Ohio State Penitentiary 



Context 

• Neil & Riverside Drive (33) 



Closure 

• Penitentiary Closes 1984 

• What to do with Site? 

• In 1995, City acquires Pen 

for $1 from State 

• Debate over preservation 

 and adaptive reuse 
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Site Demolition / Remediation 

• Phase One ESA (1995) 

• Limited Phase Two ESA (1996) 

• Phase Two ESA (1997) 

• Mitigation for building demolition 

• Contamination of soils, including: 

– Chemicals from dry-cleaning site 

– Chemicals from coal-gasification 

plant 
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Arena District Proposed 

• NHL Arena and MLS Stadium 

Proposed 

• 1997 Sales Tax Vote defeated 

• Nationwide Insurance agrees 

to develop arena and site 

 



Site Demolition / Remediation 

• City spent $7.4 M for 

clean up of Penitentiary 

site through 1998 for 

• Buildings 

• Chemicals from Dry-

Cleaning site 

• Chemicals from coal-

gasification plant 

• Up to $2 M more 

allocated after sale to 

Nationwide Insurance 

and plans for residential 

housing 



Resulting Arena District To-Date 

Investment since 1998: Public: $ 52 million; Private $1 billion 



Team Structure 

• City of Columbus 

• Nationwide Realty Investors 

• MKSK (MSI) Master 

Planners/Urban Design 

• Engineers 

• Architects 

 

 



Initial Master Plan (1997) 

• 95 acre site 

• Arena 

• Retail / Office 

• Residential 

• Retention of Existing Historic 

Structures 

 



Current Master Plan 



Street Network 

• Reconnect Nationwide Blvd. 

• Secondary Streets & Alleys 



Street Network 

• Expansion of City Grid 

• Multiple Connections 

• Hierarchy of Streets 

• Durable / Timeless Materials 

 



Street Network 

• Multi-functional 

– Pedestrians 

– Vehicles 

– Deliveries 

– Beautiful/Inviting Space 



District Parking 

 

 

• 8,100 spaces in 9 parking garages 

• 1,200 spaces on temp. surface lots 



Parking Strategy 

• Re-Imagine Existing Infrastructure 



Parking Strategy 

• Placement – center of blocks, screened by 

buildings 



Parking Strategy 

• Development served by garages 

• Strategic Placement  

• Optimize with mix of uses 

• Character / Materials 

 



Land Use Mix 

• Arena 

• Entertainment   

• Retail 

• Office 

• Residential 

• Parks/Green Space 

• Retention/Reuse of Historic 

Structures 

 



Nationwide Arena 

• 2.75 million people attend events at 

the arena. 

• 685,000 SF 



Land Use - Arena 

• 18,500 to 20,000 seat capacity 

• $150 million project 



Land Use - Arena 

• Arena Plazas 

 



Entertainment 

 

 



Land Use – Huntington Ballpark 

• Home of AAA Baseball’s Clippers 

• 10,000 spectator capacity 

• $42 million project 



Land Use – Lifestyles 

Pavilion 
• Indoor/Outdoor concert & events venue 

• 500 to 4,500 seating capacity 



Land Use – Arena Grand Theatre 

• 11 auditoriums from 40 to 445 seats 

• 1,800 seating capacity 



Retail 

 

 

• 12 unique dining experiences 



Land Use - Retail 

• District service retail 

• Before & after event gathering 

 



Office 

 

 

• 1.8+ million SF of office space. 



Land Use - Office 

• Consolidated Office Campus 

 



Land Use - Office 

• Over 5,200 people employed in District. 



Residential 

 

 

• Over 650 apartments & 250 condos 



Land Use - Residential 

• Arena Crossing Apartments 

 



Land Use - Residential 

• Burnham Square Condominiums 

 



Open Space & Parks 

 

 

• More than 20 acres of connecting parks 



District Open Space 

• McFersons Commons –  

3-acre park 

• Union Station Arch 

 



District Open Space 

• Connectivity 

• Enhanced Pedestrian 

Experience 

• Courtyards and Plazas 

 



District Open Space 

• North Bank Park – 

12 acres 

• $15 million construction cost 

• bike paths, play fountain, party 

house for weddings and 

receptions 

 



Pedestrian Connections 



   1997   2013 

Site Area   45 ac.   95 ac. 

Residential Units  350 du.   830 du. 

Commercial Space  1,700,00 s.f.  3,000,000 s.f. 

Structured Parking   5,000 spaces  8,100 spaces 

Sports Facilities  18,000 seat arena  18,000 seat arena 

      10,000 seat AAA baseball stadium 

Public investment  $19.5 M   $52.0 M 

Private investment  $500 M   $1,000 M+ 



NATIONWIDE ARENA DISTRICT MASTER PLAN 
Columbus, Ohio 



QUESTIONS 


