
 

 

The following information is intended to assist with determining if a noncommunity public water system that uses ground water and 

serves water to 1,000 people or less is a seasonal system.  The flowchart can also distinguish between various types of seasonal 

systems that are subject to different routine monitoring and start-up requirements under the Revised Total Coliform Rule.  A summary 

of these requirements is included in Table A. 

 

  
     

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      Table A. Flowchart Key 

Public Water System Type 
Pressurized  

Year-Round? 
Routine Monitoring Frequencya 

Start-Up Procedure 
Required? 

S1. Depressurized Seasonal System No 
once/month during operating 

season only 
Yesc 

S2. Partially-Depressurized  
       Seasonal System 

Partially 
Operating Season once/month 

Yesc 
Off-Season once/quarterb 

S3. Fully-Pressurized Seasonal System Yes once/quarterb 
Required if no access to 

water for >90 daysd 

T1. Not Seasonal (TNC or NTNC) Yes once/quarterb No 

            
aPublic water systems will transition to their new monitoring schedule after Ohio EPA conducts a Detailed Monitoring Evaluation. 
bCan trigger to monthly sampling (see OAC Rule 3745-81-51(B)). 
cDepressurized seasonal systems and partially-depressurized seasonal systems are required to complete the "Seasonal Public 
Water System Start-Up Requirements and Checklist" form and the "Seasonal Noncommunity Public Water System Annual Start-Up 
Certification" form located at epa.ohio.gov/ddagw/rtcr.aspx. 
dRequired following a Detailed Monitoring Evaluation performed by Ohio EPA.  If no one has access to the water for more than 90 
consecutive days, fully-pressurized seasonal systems are required to complete the "Simplified Start-Up Checklist for Fully-
Pressurized Seasonal Systems" located at epa.ohio.gov/ddagw/rtcr.aspx.  For example, if the system closes on October 31st but 
stays fully-pressurized and no one has access to the water again until the system opens the following year on April 1st (i.e., 153 
days), then that system would be considered a fully-pressurized seasonal system and would be required to complete the simplified 
start-up procedure before they open on April 1st each year. 
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