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In recent years harmful algal blooms (HABs) have impaired recreational and drinking water uses.  To address this issue, Ohio EPA is making available additional funds to public water systems to enhance drinking water treatment and mitigate impacts resulting from harmful algal blooms (HABs). 
Harmful Algal Blooms
Cyanobacteria (also known as blue-green algae) are microscopic organisms found naturally in surface water that can sometimes multiply to form harmful algal blooms (HABs).  HABs can produce toxins capable of causing illness in pets, livestock, and humans.  Cyanobacteria caused two drinking water advisories at public water systems in Ohio in 2013 and 2014.  In addition to producing toxins, cyanobacteria can pose other treatment challenges for public water systems including taste and odor and shortened filter run times. 
HAB Related Infrastructure Improvements 
During PY 2015, Ohio EPA established $50 million in funding to address HAB issues at surface water treatment plants.  Projects included in the PY2015 Program Management Plan that have not yet proceeded by June, 2015, will be grandfathered into the next program year and will continue to be eligible for the requested funding as long as they proceed to award by March 1, 2016.  
For PY 2016, Ohio EPA has established additional funding in the amount of $50 million for the planning, design and construction of infrastructure improvements at surface water treatment plants to address Harmful Algal Bloom (HAB) issues. These funds, which will be administered out of the Water Supply Revolving Loan Account, will have an interest rate of 0% and a maximum term of twenty (20) years. The nomination period will be open from now until December 31, 2015, or until the funding is allocated.  The targeted entities are public water systems that use surface water as a direct source. Priority will be given to water systems in the Lake Erie watershed, and those that have already experienced an algal bloom or a detection of toxins. Qualifying projects will include components at water treatment facilities that treat for toxins produced from harmful algal blooms, as well as projects that implement avoidance strategies such as interconnections with other water supplies, new elevated storage facilities and the installation of alternative sources for source water. 
The projects will be ranked taking into consideration the following project specific details: systems that issued a “Do not drink” advisory due to HABs, systems that are located in the Lake Erie Basin, whether the system has experienced a HAB bloom at an intake, the overall vulnerability to HABs, whether the system is a surface water system that does not have alternate sources, whether the surface water system has multiple sources and reservoirs, whether the system is a satellite of a surface water system, the readiness of the system to proceed with the project, and the size of the population served by the system.   
Contact
For more information, contact Susan Schell at Susan.Schell@epa.ohio.gov or (614) 752-9725.
www.epa.ohio.gov • 50 W. Town St., Ste. 700 • P.O. Box 1049 • Columbus, OH 43216-1049 • (614) 644-3020 • (614) 644-2737 (fax)
Page|2
image1.jpg
ChioEPA




