
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1To: State Emergency Response Commission (SERC)

From: 
Cindy DeWulf, OEPA/DAPC & SERC Co-Chair

Subject: August 13th, 2014 SERC Meeting Minutes

Date: September 30, 2014, 2014  
****************************************************************************************************

The August 13th, 2014 State Emergency Response Commission (SERC) meeting was called to order at the Ohio Emergency Management Agency in Columbus, Ohio by Cindy DeWulf, SERC Co-Chair (Ohio EPA).

12 Voting Members were present:
Cindy DeWulf, Ohio EPA, SERC Co-Chair

Patrick Sheehan, Ohio EMA, SERC Co-Chair (alternate)
Tim Kern, Attorney General’s Office 
Dan Fisher, Public Utilities Commission of Ohio 
Jeff Leaming, State Fire Marshal’s Office

Randy Van Dyne, Environmental Representative

Russ Decker, LEPC/EMA Representative
Michael Snee, Ohio Department of Health (alternate)  

Staff Lieutenant Kenneth Kocab, State Highway Patrol

Willie Brantingham, Volunteer Firefighters’ Representative
Rick Hoffman, Professional Firefighters’ Representative 
Jack Everson, Municipality Representative
5 Voting Members were not present
Toby Wagner, Ohio Department of Natural Resources 
Jennifer Klein, Industry Representative

Don McDonald, County Interest Representative

Al Phillips, Ohio Department of Transportation
Richard Hughes, Industry Representative
2 Members not appointed by Governor

Environmental Representative (Vacant)
Fire Chief Representative (Vacant)
Cindy welcomed new SERC member Jack Everson, Mayor of Chillicothe as the new municipality representative and Patrick Sheehan, Ohio EMA SERC Co-Chair as alternate to Nancy Dragani.

Waive the 24 Hour Rule:
Russ Decker made the motion, seconded by Lieutenant Kenneth Kocab that the 24-hour rule be waived. 

          Record of Vote:        12- For

                                           0- Against

                                           0- Abstain
Approval of June 11th, 2014 SERC Meeting Minutes:
Cindy asked for a motion to accept the June 11th, 2014 SERC meeting minutes. A motion was made by Dan Fisher. Motion to accept was seconded by Willie Brantingham.

          Record of Vote:        12 -For

                                           0 -Against

                                           0 –Abstain
SERC Committee Reports:

Executive:
Cindy DeWulf stated that the Executive Committee met prior to today’s meeting.
Cindy mentioned as a reminder that the ethics training is annual and the training is now available as web-based. SERC may schedule ethics training for after the December 10th, 2014 SERC meeting.
Oil and Gas reporting continues and there are proposed change language being incorporated for review and comment with the budget bill review within the General Assembly. Language focuses on having the oil and gas sector electronically report directly to ODNR. Cindy is working with the legislative liaisons within Ohio EPA to ensure that the language is consistent with Federal and State law. 

As previously discussed, US Department of Transportation issued an Emergency Order pertaining to the notification to SERCs regarding the railroad shipping of Bakken Oil. Ohio SERC approved by resolution to forward the notifications received to the state’s Fusion Center who in turn will make necessary notifications to state and local emergency responders. Tim Kern (Ohio AGO) made a determination that the notifications are to be held confidential under Ohio law and are not considered to be public records. SERC has e-mailed the railroads on the process as approved by the SERC. Mr. Kern wrote a letter regarding the confidentiality of the information as being received at the federal, state and local level and that the information is not to be available for public record requests due to the confidentiality.

The final report to President Obama’s Executive Order 13650, “Improving Chemical Facility Safety and Security” has been finalized and posted on the USEPA web site. Visit www.osha.gov/chemicalexecutiveorder/final_eo_status_report.pdf . The report calls for improvements in technical assistance, inspections, funding, and the need for web-based reporting. No updates as to the next phase have been received from Region 5 in Chicago. There may be a pilot program scheduled to take place in USEPA Region 2 area, but no verification to date.

The committee would like to see more participation on the working committees, especially the LEPC Operations and Issues group. Cindy DeWulf will mention this at the upcoming statewide LEPC Conference.    

Administrative & Funding: 
Cindy stated that the committee met prior to today’s meeting.

There has been no funding equipment purchase requests received for approval by the committee.

Cindy mentioned that the EPA program will be approaching the county LEPCs as to seeking feedback on the information management handling and data entry efforts for this past March 1, 2014 reporting period. USEPA changed the forms and added new data reporting elements and changed from use of codes to more of a narrative and/or descriptive reporting scheme. One question shall be if Ohio still needs to have their own state form or should we just go with the federal Tier II form and the Tier2 Submit software. 
To continue moving forward on the issue of what to do with non-performing LEPCs, the committee discussed the next step to produce draft rule(s) to outline the process. The rule(s) will focus on administrative, reporting to SERC and functional activities that an LEPC must address as written within ORC Chapter 3750, Emergency Planning. Financial penalties will be documented in administrative rule language. This activity will not impact the large majority of LEPCs across the state.     

Operations & Issues:
No report given. The committee lacks people serving on the committee at this time. 
Training and Education:
The Committee met the morning of the SERC meeting. 
The committee revised the agenda for the upcoming LEPC Conference. Willie Brantingham stated that 3 speakers backed out since the last meeting. The agenda does appear to be finalized at this point with the main speaker to be from Chesapeake Appalachia LLC to talk on emergency planning and preparedness at oil and gas drilling sites.

Agency Reports: 
EMA
Rick Warren stated that the Morgan County LEPC SFY 2014 exercise continues to need attention. Morgan County representative(s) have refused to sign for certified letter(s) and EMA recommends that the SERC send a letter the Morgan County Commissioners to seek their assistance in addressing the LEPC. Ohio EMA has had no previous issues with this LEPC to this extent. Ohio EMA shall draft a letter for the two SERC Co-Chairs to sign addressed to the County Commissioners.

Ohio EMA indicates that there are 40 LEPC Exercise up for SFY 2014 Exercise Concurrence. Russ Decker made a motion to approve Resolutions 2014-69 thru -108 as documented. Jeff Leaming seconded the motion. No discussion. 

               Record of Vote: 
12/11- For
0- Against

0/1- Abstain (Hoffman-Fairfield; Brantingham-Columbiana)
Ohio EMA stated that the SFY 2014 State of Ohio Exercise is being recommended for Concurrence; Rick Hoffman made a motion to approve Resolution 2014-109 documented. Randy van Dyne seconded the motion. No discussion. 

               Record of Vote: 
10- For
0- Against

2- Abstain (Kocab-SHP; Sheehan-EMA)

EPA
Cindy DeWulf introduced “2013-2115 LEPC Membership Appointment” Resolutions 2013-110 thru -118, appointing new members for Auglaize, Athens, Lawrence, Lucas, Paulding, Portage, Richland, Ross and Washington counties. Lieutenant Kenneth Kocab made a motion to approve. Jeff Leaming seconded the motion. 

               Record of Vote:   12- For

                                           0- Against

                                           0- Abstain
LEPC meeting minutes were provided for Fairfield, Montgomery-Greene, Summit, Vinton and Washington planning districts.
Jeff Beattie stated that within the meeting packet for today’s meeting is the excel spreadsheet that calculates and outlines the grant awards to the statewide LEPCs. The paperwork has been submitted, processed and some LEPCs have received their award.

ODNR: Not in attendance.
PUCO: No report.

Health: No report.
SHP: No report.
SFM: SFM is ready for the September 5th LEPC Conference at the Academy.
ODOT: Not in attendance.
AGO: No report.
Other: Melissa English (Ohio Citizen Action) addressed the SERC regarding the oil and gas fracking incident that happened recently in Morgan County, which included a fire and eventual fish kill. Ms. English provided an overview of the incident.  Ms. English noted that the incident should underscore the concerns regarding this sector and the lack of regulations that adequately provide for the disclosure of the fracking industry for both emergency responders and the public. Cindy stated that the Executive Committee will discuss the incident in further detail at their next meeting.  
Cindy asked the SERC if they would like to see a schedule presentation on the state’s web-based EOC at an upcoming SERC meeting. The answer was a resounding yes.
Rick Hoffman asked SERC if anyone knows what the current status involving the upgrade to the ODNR Oil and Gas Well database and its upgrades as promises by the ODNR people. An update was not available.  Cindy will contact ODNR and request an update at the October 8th, 2014 SERC meeting. 

Meeting adjourned.






